
Table of Contents 
          

        Page 
Directorôs Message, Chairpersonôs 

Message, Board Members       2 

What We Do      3 

Annual Financial Report - Income    4 

Annual Financial Report - Expenses  5 

Volunteers  5 

Fundraising Activities  6 

Special Events  6 

Business Partners/Sponsors  7 

Honored Patrons and Friends    8,9 

A Special Thank You  9 

Endowment Funds  10, 11 

About the Friends 
 

The Friends of the Milwaukie Center began 
with a small group of volunteers who  
recognized a need when the Milwaukie Center 
first opened in 1980. From small beginnings, 
the Friends have grown into an organization 
that provides essential funds and support 
throughout the Center.  
 

In addition to our fundraising events and  
projects, the generous donations of you, our 
friends and supporters, helps make many 
things possible.  
 

The Milwaukie Center is one of the largest and 
most active adult -focused community centers 
in the state, providing more programs and 
services than we have room to list. The 
Friends feel privileged to be a part of this 
great place and all of the wonderful people 
who come to participate in activities and 
classes, to volunteer their time, and more.  
 

We hope you will enjoy our Annual  
Report and get a better understanding of our 
organization. If you have any questions or 
comments, please call our office at  
503-653-8100. 
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Together is a great 
place to be. 

Mission Statement 
Friends of the Milwaukie Center, Inc.ôs mission is to assist the Milwaukie Center in 

educating the citizens about the need for and availability of resources and  
services, especially for the aging and disabled, and to assist the Milwaukie  

Center financially to provide existing and needed services.  



From the Chairperson: 
 

As I begin my first year as chairperson of the Friends of the 
Milwaukie Center, I think about what a big job this could be. 
Then I remember there are many people who will help. I 
have been a member of the Friends board for several years 
and have learned that an organization such as this is only as 
good as its supporters. Luckily, the Milwaukie Center has a 
lot of supporters and believers just like the bees in Joanôs 
letter. Together we can make many things possible. I hope 
you will join me in supporting the Milwaukie Center and the 
wonderful programs and services offered here. Please call 
the Friends office if you would like more information on how 
you can be a part of our busy hive! 
 

Janet Peschka 
Chairperson, Friends of Milwaukie Center 
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FRIENDS OF THE  
MILWAUKIE CENTER 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Janet Peschka, Chairperson 
Albert Crompton, Vice Chair 

Art Hanson, Treasurer 
Andy Couckuyt, Co-Treasurer 

Maxine Soules, Secretary 
Steve Brown, Past Chair 

Jerry Griffith 
Bill McDonald 
Lynda Mueller 

Shirley Possehl 
Doug White 

Milwaukie Center  
A division of North Clackamas  

Parks & Recreation District 

5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive  
Milwaukie, OR 97222  
Telephone:  503 -653-8100,  

Fax: 503-794-8016 
Website: www.milwaukiecenter.com  
Business Hours:  8:30 am -5:00 pm -  

Monday through Friday  

 

Milwaukie Center is a multi-purpose 
community center operated by the North 
Clackamas Parks & Recreation District 

as a focal point for senior services, 
recreation and learning. The Friends 

objective is to support the programs and 
services of the Milwaukie Center.  

From my perspectiveé 
Many senior centers throughout the nation have faced  
significant cuts recently due to funding constraints. The  
Milwaukie Center is so blessed to have an organization like 
the Friends of the Milwaukie Center to lean on in times of 
need.  
 

Who are the Friends of the Milwaukie Center? Simply put, 
the Friends are you and me. Picture a nest of honeybees.  
Each insect makes a small ï but vital ï contribution.  Every 
bee contributes a small piece to a greater whole. We are 
each a bee and the Milwaukie Center is our hive. Each of us 
has the power to make a difference in this community 
through donations to the Friends. As each of us donates  
annually to the Friends, the results come in helping  
hundreds of individuals with meals, bus rides, emergency 
needs, scholarships to attend classes and much, much 
more. 
 

As I look at the future of the Milwaukie Center, with its 
greatly increasing needs and requests from a rapidly  
growing number of patrons, there is so much more that we 
could and should be doing. As the bee colony grows, its  
efficiency increases.  As more and more patrons ï including 
you and I ï  support the efforts of the Friends, the Milwaukie 
Centerôs efficiency and ability to serve our community will 
increase. When large numbers of people give a little, they 
accomplish a lot. Please join me in this effort. 
 

Joan Young 
Milwaukie Center Director 



The Friends of the Milwaukie Center is a group who have worked tirelessly in the community raising  
hundreds of thousands of dollars in support of Milwaukie Centerôs programs and services. You can view 
a list of our fundraising activities and events on page six. In addition to those listed, the Friends staff also 
help with events such as Winterfest and Volunteer Recognition by serving on committees and soliciting 
door prizes from our supporters.   
 

The Center Directorôs comments on page two make a great analogy. Each individual and business  
partner is a piece of the bigger picture, just like the busy bees in a large colony. As a fundraising  
organization, we never ask for a lot but we do ask often. When we give a little, such as a donation to the 
$5 fund, we are able to make a big difference. As we work together, we watch our honey pot grow! 
 

Another important function the Friends perform is outreach in the community. We maintain a  
membership in the North Clackamas Chamber of Commerce and numerous other neighboring  
organizations. Our purpose is to share information about the Milwaukie Center while garnering support 
and partnerships from local businesses and organizations. A few current examples of these partnerships 
include the Milwaukie Lions Club (recycling) and two Rotary Clubs (special events). Not only do we rely 
on our business community, but our job would certainly be a lot harder without the individual supporters. 
Please take a moment to read about these donors on page seven. It all adds up to a successful,  
supporting organization for the Milwaukie Center! 
 

We talk often about the needed services provided by the CenterðMeals on Wheels, transportation, 
emergency needs and more. However, letôs not forget that the Center is the hub, or hive, for many in the 
community. It is enjoyed every day by those enrolled in our classes and those who come by to enjoy a 
healthy, delicious lunch. Many utilize the Center for valuable information and resources regarding  
services available in our community. Some visit the Center simply to sit with friends and talk. It is a great 
environment for people who want to stay active and busy. It is a second home for people who need the 
Center as much as the Center needs them. It is also a place for volunteers who enjoy giving back to their 
community. The Friends could not continue without our volunteers who serve as board members, gift 
shop workers, special events workers and so much more. No matter what the position, our volunteers are 
definitely busy bees, working collectively to support the hive! 
 

The 4th Wednesday in June each year, the Friends host a Donor Appreciation 
Luncheon. This memorable event highlights our valued partners as they enjoy a 
light lunch while each of the Friends committee chairs - Bingo, Gift Shop, Rose  
Garden and Endowment - give a brief report. Following the speakers, checks 
totaling $22,000 are presented to departments at the Center. Lastly, we present an 
award to the current yearôs ñFriend of the Centerò. The recipient for 2010-2011 is 
Jeanne Reairdon. As a volunteer, Jeanne does it all! She is a Master Gardener and 
spends time working in both the Sara Hite Memorial Rose Garden and the  
Community Garden. Jeanne also delivers Meals on Wheels and returns donated 
cans and bottles. We can count on her to help out at special events and just about 
anything else we can think of. Jeanne is definitely our of our top candidates for the 
job of queen bee! 
 

For anyone interested in learning more about the Friends, board meetings are held the 3rd Wednesday of 
each month at 9:30 am. Anyone is welcome to attend or to give us a call at 503-653-8100. All new ideas 
and comments are valuable AND we are always happy to answer questions. 
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ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT 
Income 

 

Individual donations through the Annual Campaign, General Fund and Tax-Aide program are 
primary sources of income for the Friends of the Milwaukie Center. Our volunteers help with 
fundraisers such as special events, the Gift Shop, quilting and of course, Bingo. Endowment 
funds are also producing substantial revenue applicable towards programs and services at the 
Center. 
 

The Milwaukie Center is currently receiving generous ongoing donations from Bobôs Red Mill 
and Bob and Charlee Moore. With these donations we have been able to tackle several  
special projects that would not otherwise have been funded. Throughout the Center we are 
making important improvements for function and efficiency. A portion of funds will be used for 
a significant upgrade to the audio/visual capabilities at the Center. The building is over 30 
years old and the explosion of technology has been rapidly passing us by! The Friends of the 
Milwaukie Center are seeking a matching grant to complete the project. 
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ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT CONõT 
Expenses 

 

The Friends of the Milwaukie Centerôs sole mission is to support the Milwaukie Center. We  
do this in a variety of ways. The Friends fund the printing and postage of the Centerpoint  
newsletter. We also provide scholarships and other forms of assistance to clients and patrons, 
and give direct payments to different departments at the Center. 
 

The Friends also fund many special projects at the Center that have no other source of  
funding. Other 2011 projects were: new Meals on Wheels staging area cabinets, grocery store 
gift cards for Social Services to give to our neediest clients, and racks for chairs and tables. In 
2011-2012, the two biggest special projects will include updating equipment in the Nutrition 
Program and an audio/visual upgrade of the Center. 
 

Volunteers Make the Difference!  

 

Volunteers perform many jobs at the Milwaukie Center and the 
Friends are no exception. Our Board of Directors is an  
all-volunteer board. Almost all of the fundraising activities are 
chaired and operated by volunteers. In addition to those  
positions listed elsewhere, our volunteers count money and  
prepare deposits, sell raffle tickets, and prepare and file tax 
returns. There is no end to their commitment or dedication.  
 

If you would like to be a part of the Friends by volunteering,  
contact Judith Kallio, Volunteer Coordinator at 503-653-8100. 
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FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Friends have ongoing activities that help us reach our fundraising goals. By participating in or 
supporting any of these activities, you are helping the Milwaukie Center maintain its programs and 
services. 
 

Gift Shop The Gift Shop has operated almost as long as the Milwaukie Center. Starting out as the 
Gift Nook, it was literally that, a small nook in the Center. It has grown to the Shop we now know 
and love. Providing an outlet for craftspeople of all ages, you are sure to find a treasure you just 
canôt live without!  20% of the proceeds benefits the Milwaukie Center. 
 

Bingo  This Thursday night staple has long been one of the Friendôs most reliable fundraisers. 
Bingo is a fun evening for family and friends with cash prizes and a snack bar with free popcorn. 
Please consider joining us on Thursday nights at 6:30 to play or volunteer. 
 

Recycling  As most of you know, we have recycled newspapers for many years. It is a steady  
income that can be counted on month after month. This fundraiser is in partnership with the  
Milwaukie Lions. Drop your newspapers off at the large green container in front of the Rose  
Garden. The Friends also recycles used cell phones and ink cartridges. Just drop them off in the 
Friends office next time you are in the Center. 
 

Entertainment Books  Each fall, the Friends sell Entertainment Books to benefit the Endowment 
Fund. For only $20.00, you can receive thousands of dollars in coupons or half price items. 
 

Brick Sales  Engraved bricks are placed in the Sara Hite Memorial Rose  
Garden once a year. Proceeds benefit the continued maintenance of the  
garden. The Rose Garden Committee also has a quilt raffle each fall to help  
support their labor of love. 
 

Quilting Committee  Speaking of quilts, the dedicated women of the Friends 
Quilters meet every Thursday on the stage at the Milwaukie Center. They  
complete quilts for customers and the proceeds are donated to the Friends  
general fund. 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

Special events are the most visible and fun part of fundraising. It is also an easy 
way to show your support for the Center. Join us for a delicious meal at the Wine & 
Roses Dinner, Spaghetti Dinner or Lumberjack Breakfast. And donôt forget about 
other fundraising events hosted by other departments at the Center ï Best in the 
West Bazaar, Daddy-Daughter Dances and the Quilt Show, to name a few. 
 

Spaghetti Dinner and Texas Holdôem Poker Tournament 
One of our most popular events, with almost 400 people in attendance each year, is the delicious 
all-you-can-eat Spaghetti Dinner which takes place every February. If you feel lucky, sign up for the 
Poker Tournament and receive a free ticket for dinner. 
 

Lumberjack Breakfast  
Another always popular all-you-can-eat event takes place in September. Join us this year on the 24

th
.   

During the annual breakfast, the North Clackamas Sunrise Rotary Club will also be chopping and 
stacking wood for the emergency firewood program. 
 

Wine & Roses Dinner  
This yearôs Wine & Roses Dinner was held at the beautiful Grey Gables Estate. Guests 
enjoyed dinner, dancing and a casino night. There were also wonderful silent and oral 
auctions. The planning committee is already getting ready for next year, so watch the 
newsletter for the date in May to not miss out!  
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BUSINESS SPONSORS AND PARTNERS 

Spaghetti Dinner  
Willamette View  
Prudential NW Services  
Somerset Lodge  
Blue Bird Moving & Storage 
Bobôs Red Mill 
Clackamas Federal Credit Union 
Elite Care (Oatfield Estates) 
Gartnerôs Meats 
Miramont Pointe 
Royalton Place 
The Springs at Clackamas Woods 
Vineyard Place 
 

Lumberjack Breakfast  
Somerset Lodge  
Willamette View  
Bobôs Red Mill 
Bernardôs Garage 
Clackamas Federal Credit Union 
Courtyard at Mt Tabor 
Dennisô 7 Dees 
Homewoods on the Willamette 
Miramont Pointe 
The Springs at Clackamas Woods 
Vineyard Place 
 

Wine & Roses Dinner  
Prudential NW  
Somerset Assisted Living  
Alôs Garden Center 
All American Dreamscape 
Applebeeôs 
Bobôs Red Mill 
Broadway Rose 
Catalyst Bodyworks 
Clackamas Repertory Theatre 
Cookies by Design 
DaVinciôs Restaurant 
Dennisô 7 Dees 
Disneyland 
Dream Dinners 
Face It Aesthetics 
Larry Froland, Eye Clinic of Milwaukie 
Haven of Rest Day Spa 

Wine & Roses Dinner Continued  
High Desert Museum 
Hip Chicks Do Wine 
Jen Keller 
Kah Nee Ta 
Krispy Kreme 
Lan Su Chinese Gardens 
Massage Excellence 
Massage Envy 
Milwaukie Bowl 
Nassau West 
New Century Players 
Oaks Park 
Olive Garden 
Olson Bros 
OMSI 
Oregon City Golf Club 
Oregon Shakespearean Festival 
Seattle Mariners 
Spirit Mountain 
Standard TV & Appliance 
Sah Hah Lee 
Somerset Lodge 
Stone Creek Golf Course 
The Grove Restaurant 
Willamette Valley Vineyards 
 

Big Bash Bake Sale  
Albertson ï Happy Valley 
Bobôs Red Mill 
Fred Meyer 
Great Harvest Bread Co 
New Seasons Market 
Royalton Place 
Safeway 
Saint Cupcake 
Somerset Assisted Living 
The Springs at Clackamas Woods 
 

Newsletter Sponsors  
Bobôs Red Mill 
Willamette View 
Somerset Lodge 
Royalton Place 
 

Not only do our special business partners provide financial support for our events and programs, 
they also provide products and services. Many of our sponsors will donate a gift basket at the drop 
of a hat for a door prize. And donôt get us started on those delicious plates of cookies and  
brownies that occasionally show up at the Center! 
 

We extend a heartfelt THANK YOU to all of the businesses listed below.  
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Note: Major event sponsors are in bold.  


